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HEALTH-CARE AREA

The patient zone Is defined as the patient's intact skin and his/her immediate surroundings colonized by the patient flora and the health-
care area as containing all other surfaces.
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Figure 12.2 Parts of the hands most frequently missed during hand washing.

Reproduced with permission from Taylor L). An evaluation of handwashing techniques. Nursing Times 1978;
74: 54-55.
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- Duration of the entire procedure: 20-30 seconds
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